
 
 

 

Milano Film Network 
in collaboration with Venice Days and Isola Edipo 

 

presents 

Milano Industry Days - MID by MFN #1 
 

Sunday, August 31 and Monday, September 1 the presentation of Italian film projects 
developed in the workshop IN PROGRESS MFN 2025 | From ideas to film projects will 

take place in Sala Laguna, Lido di Venezia 
 

Milano Industry Days - MID by MFN #1 are an industry program supported by Fondazione Cariplo, 
MIC – Direzione Generale Cinema e Audiovisivo, Comune di Milano e BPER Banca in collaboration 
with Lombardia Film Commission, Filmmaker, Movie People, Fondazione Archivio Audiovisivo del 

Movimento Operaio e Democratico – AAMOD, Meditalents, Pachira Location, Avv. Sabrina Peron – 
Counsel Studio Legale Lexsential Milano, and with Collettivo Chiaroscuro, BASE Milano, Fondo 

Audiovisivo FVG and CNA Friuli Venezia Giulia, Trentino Film Commission. Settimana 
Internazionale della Critica, Istituto Cinematografico Michelangelo Antonioni and B.A. Film Festival 

and Coprocity 

In Progress MFN is the first and only development lab in Italy aimed at filmmakers and 
dedicated to the production of Italian film projects. Since 2014, it has been a key part of 
the Milano Film Network industry platform supporting independent Italian cinema. The 
lab is directed by Alice Arecco and Luca Mosso. 

For the fourth consecutive year, the final presentation of the projects developed within In 
Progress MFN takes place in Venice during the Venice Film Festival, thanks to the 
collaboration with Giornate degli Autori and Isola Edipo, which have been hosting the 
first part of the Milano Industry Days – MID by MFN since 2022. This synergy is dedicated 
to promoting contemporary Italian filmmakers and stems from a shared vision, also 
confirmed by the official selection of two MFN-supported titles in the Notti Veneziane 
section of the Venice Days. 

The first selected title is Una cosa vicina by Loris G. Nese, a film that Milano Film Network 
has supported from its very early development stage within the 2017 edition of the In 
Progress MFN workshop, mentored by Leonardo Di Costanzo, who has been a member 
of the workshop’s mentor board since its first edition. 
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The second title is Toni, mio padre by Anna Negri, awarded in post-production during 
the latest edition of L’Atelier MFN 2024, the other industry program of Milano Film 
Network dedicated to supporting Italian films in production, co-directed by Alice Arecco 
and Alessandra Speciale. 

Moreover, this year two other films supported by the 2024 edition of L’Atelier MFN have 
been selected by two of the most important international festivals: GEN_ by Gianluca 
Matarrese, competing in the Documentary section at Sundance, and Gioia mia by 
Margherita Spampinato, competing in the Cineasti del Presente section at Locarno. 

Here are the projects developed during the 10th edition of In Progress MFN, which will 
be presented in Venice: 

Noemi Arfuso, Film di matrimonio – Ovvero quello che guardi quando dimentichi perché 
ti sei sposato | Giacomo Betti, Bruno e Clara | Giulia C. Borges, Intrecci invisibili | Andrej 
Chinappi, I Balani | Maddalena Crespi, Senza fine | Donatella Di Cicco, Una strana 
sensazione | Suranga D. Katugampala, Principe Blu | Giorgia Malatrasi, Madrina | Marco 
Mancini, EOLO | Francesco Manzato, Brucia di Vita |  Jacopo Mutti, Mia sorella è un Pirata | 
Marcello Newman & Rebecca Ricci, On Cursed Land | Emma Onesti, L’ultimo giorno 
d’inverno | Olga Torrico, Notte per me stessa 

From March to July, the selected filmmakers worked on developing their film ideas into 
production dossiers. The work of this year’s three mentors - Carlo S. Hintermann, 
Martina Parenti, and Alessandro Rossetto - and tutors Alice Arecco, Ivan Casagrande 
Conti, Luca Mosso, and Giulio Sangiorgio, was complemented by an introductory 
masterclass by Sara Fgaier, followed by a series of theoretical and practical sessions 
led by international industry professionals: Marta Donzelli and Gregorio Paonessa, 
Gabriele Genuino, Erica Nobis, Federico Pedroni, and Sabrina Peron. 

Alessandro Gropplero and Samantha Faccio, together with Cristina Barbo, Andrea 
Magnani (Pilgrim), Jožko Rutar, and Miha Černec (Staragara IT), led a special workshop 
day in Friuli Venezia Giulia as part of a training and matchmaking field trip organized for 
the second consecutive year with the support of the Fondo Audiovisivo FVG and CNA. 

A new and important collaboration in 2025 is with the Trentino Film Commission, which 
enabled a second field trip of the workshop to Trento, including speed-dating sessions 
between producers from Forward – Trentino Producers Lab and the In Progress MFN 
filmmakers, as well as training sessions featuring Roberto Cavallini and Cecilia Bozza 
Wolf on the relationship between author and producer. 
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Finally, once again this year, Milano Film Network benefited from the valuable 
contribution of the Chiaroscuro collective, which provided two dedicated visual 
approach mentoring sessions for the projects, involving cinematographers Michele 
Brandstetter, Eleonora Contessi, Emilio Maria Costa, Andrea Benjamin Manenti, and 
Stefano Paradiso. 

​​The projects developed during the workshop will be presented at Milano Industry Days 
– MID by MFN #1, scheduled for Sunday, August 31 and Monday, September 1, at Sala 
Laguna, Lido di Venezia (Via Pietro Buratti 1). Attendance is by invitation only. After the 
presentations and one-to-one meetings aimed at finding production partners, on 
Monday, September 1, the official jury - composed of the three workshop mentors and 
Valeria Beraldo (Head of Co-productions and Film Funding at Indiana Production), 
Stefano Centini (CEO of Volos Film), and Beatrice Gulino (Head of Acquisition and Sales 
at Teodora Film) - will award prizes offered by Milano Film Network and its partners: the 
BPER Prize, a €5,000 development grant sponsored by BPER Banca; the Filmmaker 
Festival-Movie People Prize, which will support one of the developed projects with 
€5,000 worth of technical equipment rental; the AAMOD Prize, consisting of access to 
audiovisual material from the Archivio Audiovisivo del Movimento Operaio e 
Democratico; legal advice for drafting an author’s rights transfer contract provided by 
Lawyer Sabrina Peron, Of Counsel at Studio Legale Lexsential Milano; the Meditalents 
Writing Residency Award offered by Meditalents, granting free participation in a 
writing residency at Meditalents – Accompagnement à l'écriture et au développement; 
and the Pachira Prize offered by Pachira Location, which for the second year provides 
an in-kind award consisting of assistance and consultancy including location research, 
contracting, and management of related paperwork. 

The Milano Industry Days will conclude with a networking cocktail in collaboration with 
the Settimana Internazionale della Critica, thanks to ICMA – Istituto Cinematografico 
Michelangelo Antonioni and B.A. Film Festival. The event will also be the occasion to 
launch the 3rd edition of Visioni Future, a contest scheduled for March 2026 created in 
2024 by ICMA and B.A.FF in collaboration with Milano Film Network, aiming to build a 
bridge to the market for young talents from film schools and academies, providing a 
high-level training and professional networking opportunity inspired by the In Progress 
MFN format. 

Within the context of the event at Lido di Venezia, the In Progress MFN training program 
will have a special appendix thanks to collaboration with SIC: on the morning of 
Tuesday, September 2, at Casa della Critica, there will be a lecture led by Eddie 
Bertozzi on development as a key phase to identify a project’s potential and market 
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access opportunities. The lecture is reserved for participating filmmakers of In Progress 
MFN, directors selected by SIC@SIC, and young industry professionals. 

Finally, MID by MFN #1 will also be the occasion to announce the autumn festival 
calendar and launch the call for the 11th edition of L’Atelier MFN 2025 — the first fund 
supporting Italian feature films in post-production. The work-in-progress rough cuts of 
the films selected by L’Atelier MFN 2025 will be presented during MID by MFN #2, 
scheduled in Milan in November in collaboration with Cineteca Italiana. 

Attendance at Milano Industry Days – MID by MFN is by invitation only and reserved for 
industry professionals. For information, please contact: workshop@milanofilmnetwork.it. 
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